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Pink Bindweed is listed as a very rare component of the native flora 
surviving on the dairy farm at Bamawm, which is the subject of the article). 
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2. 
~ EDITORS PAGE - 


They say history repeats itself, and that certainly seems to be true 
of weather pattens. The Wilkinson family moved to Bendigo on the 21st 
July, 1969, the day man first walked on the moon (and it snowed at Mt, 
Dandenong, and the removal truck got bogged!). I was born in Bendigo, 
although my family moved t6 Melbourne when I was very young. However, we ~ 
visited Bendigo very frequently, end I was well aware of what a Bendigo: . 
summer should have been like, Some of you may have forgotten, but the 
summer of 1969-1970 was very similar to this one in being unusually mild, © 
with not a single day reaching the old century mark. Like this summer, 
it also followed on from a severe drought, with bad bushfires in the . 
previous summer (e.g. Maldon). Perhaps it is nature's way of compensating - 
for excesses. Anyway, whatever the weason for it, I, for one, have enjoyed 
the experience of a.generaily wirm to mild; and very pleasant summer. 
We can probably expect to go back to normal again next summer, as happened 
in our second summer in Bendigo, and most years since. As one who.doss not 
enjoy really hot weather, I am always glad to see the signs of autuma _ 
approaching, with the prospest of cool nights, mild, suany days, autum 
leaves, and the ideal’season for gardening and other outdoor activities. 
One audible sign of approaching autumn is the ‘advent of the nightly 
cricket chorus - ours started.up as if on cue almost before the vain’ ° 
stopped falling a couple of weeks ago, and as I write, there is: a constant 
background noise. Cicadas still call by day to remind us that summer is .. 
not quite over, but the crickets remind us at night that autumn is just 
about upon us. f Aglk SY SSYSHO MSHS “AIH 
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Switching to a matter of club business, the Committee has asked me to 
use this page to introduce a Committee recommendation that the club’ shoul/ 
become Incorporated, taking advantage of legislation enacted by. the State 
Government last year. Incorporetion used to be a very expensive and 
complicated legal process, which few voluntasy organisaticns undertook.: 
The procedures have been simplified, and the cost reduced substantially, 
by introducing set fecs to cover administrative costs only. At present, 
the B.F.N.C.-4s not a legal entity, and cannot legally own property, or - 
borrow or lend money, for example. We act on a Constitution which assumes. 
some of these things, but they have no Legal force. In the event of the 
club being sued, for example, if damages were awarded, the first call is 
on club assets, followed by those of office bearens, starting with: the 
President, until the damages have been met. Incorporation would limit © 
liability to club assets, and remove the present risk of a President, 
or other office bearer losing his op her-home, (I wonder how many, if any, 
of our past Presidents vealised that they*were-at risk of losing assets, 
including, :possibly, their home?) We would elso be able to legally’own ~ 
_property, and-to borrow money. A Sub-Committeé studied the Incorporation 
Kit we purchased from the Depariment of Youth Sport and Recreation last 
year, and their recommendation that the B.F.N.C. should incorporate has 
been endorsed by the full committee. The proposal is to be put to the 
March General Meeting, where itwill be explained in more détail. | 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor, and President<: 


So 
THE NATIVE PLANTS ¢ OF A DAIRY FARM - aN 2 
by Donald Franklin. 
The future of the farm and its native plants 


The future of the plains flora is even grimmer than the present. 
Continued degradation seems inevitable, as water tables rise, farming 
efficiency improves, roadworks disturb more of the quiet back roadsides, 
and yet another drought pushes stock out onto the last ungrazed roadside 
remnants. Just how easily a plant could disappear was starkly illustrated 
whilst I was living on the farm. The narrow ungrazed strip along the back 
fence, home for such a large patehatei ke of the apparently remnant species, 
was broken into by the neighbour's cattle. The single stand of Common 
Bluebush on the farm, a few square metres in extent, disappeared. 

It was fortunate that it was this species, which is still surviving fairly 
well on roadsides around the district. Probably, that stand will regrow 

in the absence of further grazing. It might just as easily have been a 
rarity, and the grazing turned into a regular feature - and yet another 
stand of an endangered plant gone forever. No one would have been.any the 
wiser or sadder, for after all, who goes looking for wildflowers on weedy 
channel banks? Soret uUs 


The outlock for the remnant trees is also bleak. Widespread tree 
death around Rochester due to rising water tables was noted by 1933 
(Sue Thomas again), and is continuing. A substantial portion of the — 
remaining trees in the district are struggling. In the paddecks, of course, 
there is no regeneration. On the other hand, there is some patchy 
regeneration on ungrazed roadsides, The Beira farm has two patches of 
self-sown Grey Box, and just down the road are some seedling Black Box. 
These. trees, able to adjust their root systems to the water tables, do have 
a chance of survival. 


More and more farmers, too, are discovering the virtues of trees. 
I dislike the thought of plaiting trees in a natural grassland. But this 
area has long since lost tha: character of openness. Not that the farmers 
necessarily have much choice Their survival may be at stake. Official 
estimates are that Bamawm, Now cne of the most productive farm areas in 
Australia, c: ould be cefunct, iefore the year 2000, victim of salt. 


Salt has long been a problem in the area, affecting, curiously enough 
in view of the eon be ween salt and irrigation, unwatered and under- 
watered areas. The short-tem: solution is, in part, actually to water more 
frequently. And quite apart. som the economic chaos that would result, 
cessation of irrigation is re long term answer, as this would merely 
allow water tables to bring -the salt to the surface in wet periods without 
offering the means ts wash tie salt down again or away. I'm no expert on 
the salt problem, but it seers that tree planting is the best answer. 


It is pleasing to be able to report that for the Hargreaves, and an 
increasing number of other farmers, trees are not merely a nice extra to 
beautify the farm (and certe iniy not the anathema that some have viewed 
trees as) but a fundamental »art of short-term and long-term farm planning 
and management. If the salt 'svoblem is not contained, not only will there 
be an enormous dislocation ¢ 7 human lives and pressure to open up new 
country as replacements, but the destruction of remnant flora will be 
completed with a totality sc far undreamed of. 


uy 


THE NATIVE PLANTS OF A DAIRY FARM -PART 2 continued 


List of the wild native plants of Hargreaves' farm 


Key: Water and: #eOaL requirements - 
re Preferring dry places 
—B Preferring disturbed, watered, well-drained sites. 
vO Growing in waterlogged sites. 
A,B Nota salt-tolerant. 


ieee Dislikes grazing. 
2 Plants I think likely to have been present before development. 


‘Rare! means rare on the farm, not necessarily elsewhere, 


PTERIDOPHYTA (ferns and fern allies) 

Azollaceae (Azollas) 7 

Azolla filiculoides Pacific Azolla C. On one dam and one section of chan™-i. 
A free-floating plant. 


ANGIOSPERMAE (flowering plants) 

Monocotyledons (lilies, orchids, grasses, sedges etc.) 

Cyperaceae (sedges) 

Carex appressa Tall Sedge. A? Very rare. 

C,. inversa Sedge. B? Very rare. 

C. tereticaulis Sedge. C. Quite common along the edges of main channel 

oes banks where water levels are fairly constant. 

Cyperus difformis Variable Flat-sedge. C. Fairly common summer-growing _ 
annual in shallow channels where there is little ~ 
competition. 


Lemnaceae dauarraeasy 
Lemna minor Common Duckweed. C. A free-floating plant. Abundant in one 
‘dam and in deep, slow-moving channels. 
Spirodela’ ol tgorrhiza Thin Duckweed. C. <As for Common Duckweed, but 
less common in dam and more common in channel, 
Poaceae. (grasses) 
Agrostis avenacea Blown Grass. C. Common in mud and poorly-drained 
pasture, growing in the hot weather. 
Chloris. truncata Windmill Grass. A,B Common in one salty paddock. 
Rare elsewhere. - 
Cynodon. agotylon Couch. A,B Very common. fy 5 
Danthonia caespitosa Common Wallaby-grass. A,1,2. Uncommon. 
D. eriantha.. Wallaby-grass. A,2. Fairly common. 
Eriochloa pseudoacrotricha Sereiky Spring Grass. B,C. Oncemoce 
Paspalum Pemeoeet Water Couch. C. Quite common, especially in shallow 
~ channels, which it chokes. Summer growing. 
Stipa aristiglumis Plump Spear-grass. A,1,2. Rare. 
S. blackii Crested Spear-grass. A, poss. 1. Very rare. 


Potamogetonaceae (pondweed family) 
Potamogeton tricarinatus Floating Pondweed. C. Very rare. 


Typhaceae (bulrushes) 
Typha sp. Bulrush (Cumbungi). C. Fairlv common. Chokes channels. 


THE NATIVE PLANTS OF A DAIRY FARM - PART 2 continued 


Dicotyledons (the majority of flowering plants) 
Asteraceae (daisy family) 


Cotula australis Common Cotula. B,2. Uncommon. 
C. coronopifolia Waterbuttons. C. Rare, mud. 
Gnaphalium involucratum Cudweed. B. Rare. 
G. luteo-album Jersey Cudweed. B,2. Rare. we 
Senecio quadridentatus Cotton Man, A,2, poss. l. V.. rare. 
Vittadinis cuneata Wooly New Holland Daisy. A,1,2. , 

“52 tage Restricted in habitat, but quite common there. 


Eoran i macene (£orget-me-not family) 
Cynoglossum suaveolens Sweet Hound's-tongue. A,1,2. Uncommon. 


‘Campanulaceae (bluebells) 
Wahlenbergia sp. Bluebell. A,2, poss. 1. vey rare. 


3 Caryophyllaceae (chickweed family) — 


Spergularia media Coast Sand-spurrey. A,B. Fairly common . » 


Chenopodiaceae (saltbushes) 

Atriplex semibaccata Berry Saltbush. A,1,2. Fairly connion. 

A. suberecta Sprawling Saltbush. A, poss. 2. " 

Chenopodium pumilio Clammy Goosefoot. B. Fairly common summer annual. 

. Enchylaena tomentosa Berry Saltbush. A,1,2. Low shrub. Rare. 

Maireana decalvens Common Bluebush. A,1,2. Rare. 

M. enchylaenoides Wingless Bluebush. A,1,2. Fairly common perennial herb. 
Rhagodia nutans Nodding Salthush. A,1,2. Rare. Almost ground-hugging 

; small shrub. 


Convolvulaceae (morning glory family) , 
Convolvulus erubescens Pink Bindweed. A,2, poss. 1. Very rare. . 


Crassulaceae (stonecrop family) 
Crassula helmsii Swamp Crassula. C,2. Mud. Fairly common. — 


-Elatinaceae (Waterwort family) 
Elatine gratioloides Waterwort. C, 2. Mud. Rare. Small idt-plants 


Haloragaceae. (rasport family) 
Haloragis heterophylla Varied Raspwort. B. Rare. 


Lobeliaceae (lobelia family) nae 
Pratia concolor Poison Pratia 8B or 0,2. Rare. 


Lythraceae (loosestrife family) 
Lythrum hyssopifolia Small oceestrire Mainly | C, 2. Gannon 


Malvaceae (mallow family) 
Hibiscus trionum Bladder KetmiS? B. Very rare. 
Sida corrugata Variable Sida. A,2. Fairly common, 


Mimosaceae (wattles) 

Acacia saligna Golden Wreath Wattle. A? Many small trees forming a — 
thicket along 100 metres of roadside. Introduced from We A. 
and now spreading by suckers. 


Hyrtacede (myrtle family) 

Eucalyptus largiflorens Black Box, 2 Four ‘eran left. 

E. microcarpa Grey Box. 2. Four trees left, plus two serenean of recent 
seedlings and saplings. 

(Spotted Gum E.maculata has been planted and some self-sown seedlings 

have come up in one patch, but it could hardly be called a wild plant 

at this stage.) 


6. | 7 
THE NATIVE PLANTS OF A DAIRY FARM - PART 2 continued 
Onagraceae (primrose family) 

Epilobium conereum Variable Willow-herb. Ayla 2is Uncommon . . 


Oxalidaceae (wood-sorrel family) 
Oxalis corniculata Yellow Wood-sorrel. A, B. Common, 


Polygonaceae (dock family) 
Polygonum’ hydropiper Water-pepper. C. Fairly common summer oe) 
Rumex crystallinus Glistening Dock. B. Rare. 


Portulacaceae (portulaca family) 
Portulace oleracea Common Purslane. A,B,1. Fairly common. 


Solanaceae (kangaroo-apple family) 

Solanum esuriale Quena. A,1,2. Uncommon. 
Zygophyllaceae (twin-leaf family) 

Tribulus terrestris Caltrop. A. Summer annual. Rare, 


bod 
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MELVILLE CAVES EXCURSION LABOUR DAY LONG WEEKEND MARCH 10,11,12th 
a ee een ena 


This campout will again be a combined one with members of 1S central 
Victorian Apchaep logical Society. 


Campsite. , : aes 
In Inglewood, turn off on ene road to Kingower. Pass through ned Beaaa 

and at about 15 kilometres from Inglewood, you reach a Y-junction. 
The left fork goes to Rheola. Turn right, and in a bit less than one : 
kilometre, there is a signpost "Back Road", pointing to the right. The~ 
campsite will be just up this road, near the Maer” aPedwioa DereNe Cee 
signs will be put one si fae 


You can come for the whole weekend, ora single day. Day visitors are 
requested to be at the canpseLe by 9. 0O a.m, (one hour's drive APPPOX. 
from Bendigo). ~ : 


Please bring Drinking water 


Program 

SATURDAY Set up camp. Set mammal traps. Bird marchiines botany. 

SUNDAY ‘Graham’ Hill will ‘lead a driving and walking tour of aboriginal 
sites recorded last year. These include rock wells, rock shelters, 
scarred trees and stone working sites. We will probably: walk. Up 
Mt. Kooyoora.. ; | 


MONDAY’ Collect’ mammal traps. General activities, 


TO THE EDITOR 
BIRD TALES 


Our feathered friends provide many pleasant hours of study and often unusual 
happenings. A rosella parrot came to my place in Golden Square and at first 
was tame and would perch on my hand, but gradually would fly further away 
and then was enlarging a hole in the big pepper tree. Then a wild one came 
and I think it flew away with it. Some years ago two wedge-tailed eagles | 
used to soar above the Golden Square High School oval much to the consternation 
of the many magpies who used to feed there, but they must have been shot 

as they have not appeared for a long time. Some Pied Currawongs were around 
a few years ago, but were shot by primary school children with rifles, 

I happened to see them carrying them home - these boys also shot a lot 

of magpies including some that used to ask for food scraps I used to 

put on posts. 


There was an albino 'gold finch’ around for a while. Many varieties of 
birds visited the school grounds, mudlarks, plovers, crows, hawks, willy- 
wagtails, galahs, sea gulis, a song lark. 


One day a white cat I had grabbed a willy-wag tail, he opened his mouth to. 
tell me, and the bird got away like a flash. A hawk took a wag-tail down 
near the creek; I think off the nest, I heard the commotion and went down 
and the brave mate of the bird captured was attacking the head of the 

hawk, but I could not save it. A wounded hawk was in the garden one 

night. shot in the wing, I put it on a bag and took it up into the bush - 
don't know if it survived. There used to be woodswallows:-up in the, bushland. 


It is supprising that many birds survive. The mudlarks had a nest in the 
pepper tree and sat on the nest through a really bad hailstorm, when much 
damage was done, the hailstones were like marbles. The noise was so loud 
on the tin roofs that the dog crept inside and got under the table. 

The day before the eggs were about to hatch out, I took the dog for a valk 
not far away, to hear alarmed cries from the birds, and to see boys after 
the eggs, I felt really murderous towards them. 


It is an idea if you want to see into a nest to hold a mirroy above it, but 
don't touch nest or eggs. Since living near the Bendigo creek there are 

quite a lot of birds around, magpies, mudlarks, grey and pied currawongs, 
kookaburras, pardalotes, honey-eaters, eastern shrike-tits, willy wag tails, > 
reed warblers (I think), a heron, plovers, wattle-birds, eatenee about 

200 at times. 


Many city children are quite ignorant about native birds. 


Dorothy E. Field. 
31 High Street, 
Kangaroo Flat. 


8. 
COMMENT ON JANUARY/FEBRUARY "IN A NATIVE GARDEN" ARTICLE 


The Editor, 
"“Whirrakee" 


Dear Eric, 

Having just received and read the Jan/Feb. issue of '"Whirrakee" 
TI would like to HESS a Set comments on | Tom Patullo' s "In a Native Garden" 
article. “es 


eae aunt we purchased several of the same mate as he did, 
mainly to plant in my daughter's garden here in Inglewood. The Coolibah- 


” Eucalyptus microthe Y= apparently did not like being subjected to such an 


excessively wet winter. as: it, and.we, experienced last year, All its leaves 
died and dropped off, but once the Spring arrived it put out strong new © 
growth. from the sel and is now flourishing. Acacia flexifolia is coming 
along quietly and: looks perfectly healthy in Inglewood soil, while Acacia 
glaucoptera is starting to race ahead. The plant we have here in ow own 
garden is about four years old and has spread to a diameter of three metres. 
It is planted in a raised bed of sandy Loddon River soil and is "peeling | 
and writhing" all over the bed and engulfing various other not-so-vigozous 
plants. It looks beautiful for a week or two in Spring when in. bloom and. 

is an interesting and unusual plant for the rest of the year. We're very 
fond.of it. We.also have another.form of glaucoptera, (or at least, that” 

is what: it was. labelled) which is more upright and the foliage more pointed. 
This: plant is. almost ene metre héghi beac the ‘big one is “Mase than pete 

a metre, 


Grevillea "Austraflora Canterbury Gold" we purchased. last ‘week 
and it is waiting for a cooler spell before it goes into the ground. We'll 
- have to compare its performance robe: with Tom Patullo's Aoccpron ata latex 

date. : 3 5 : 
tomer Last Autumn we found a most unusual eucalypt on sale - Eucalyptus 
formanii - only quite recently described and named. It has very fine . 
foliage (see illustration in Vol.2 of Stan Kelly's "Eucalypt") and at 
first we “thought it was a Calothamnus — incorrectly labelled, until we 
crushed’a leaf. It is planted in my daughter's garden and has shot out well, 
; Agger De: to the label it can stand drought and frost, so here's hoping! | 


* With régard to Acacia seed germination, I have. been noticing . 
recently, in one particular area, the hundreds of varnish wattles, Acacia~ 
verniciflua, which have sprung up since the drought broke. As you suggested 
in your’ Editor's comment, perhaps the heat of the drought year followed 

by excessively soaking rain was all that was needed. 


And, as a P.S. my husband, Fred's sharp eyes spotted 4 tio Ya. 
three flower stalks of the Autumn orchid, ‘Prasophyllum nigricans, yesterday, 
Feb. 5th, They are tiny beautiful green flowers with a deep purple 
labellum and were growing in the Kingower area. 


i.) With best: wishes for the continuing success of "Whirrakee" and 
spologies for not aReIDE able to join the new Botany Group at present. 
7 Yours sincerely, 


Margaret D. Watts. 
P.O. Box 2, 
Inglewood. 6/2/84 
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SPRING 1983 CONTINUING EDUCATION BIRD COURSE 
. by John Berry. 


During September and October, 1983, Ray Wallace, Don Franklin ial. 
myself organised a Continuing Education Course in Bendigo which was designed 
as an introduction to bird-watching. Seventeen people enrolled in the 
course which included two evenings of discussions and two half day outings. 
Subjects discussed included how to use your binoculars, record observations, 
bird anatomy, how to attract birds to your garden, bird ecology and behaviour, 
how. to identify birds including what key features to look for, and, the 
use of calls in identifying birds. 


The field excursions were to two different habitats so as to be able 
to look at bush birds as well as water birds. On the lst October we 
visited the Bendigo Sewerage Farm where we listed 42 species of bird. The 
highlights were Chestnut Teal nesting in a nes pine box, the Blue-billed 
Duck, and, the Black-tailed Native-hen, 


_ The second outing, on 8th October, was to the Landry Road section of 
the Lockwood Forest. Again, 42 species were recorded, the most interesting 
of which were the Varied Sittellas and the Black-eared Cuckoo. Nests of 
the Dusky Woodswallow, Grey Shrike-thrush, Australian Raven, White-winged 
Chough and Superb Blue Wren were also found making it a very enjoyable 
half day excursion, 


I have since returned to Landry Road twice and the attached list is 
annotated with an X if the bird was observed on 3rd December and a Y if 
observed on 26th December, with a B if there was evidence of breeding. 
An additional ten species of bird were observed and have been listed 
separately. 


The total number of species seen on the C. E. excursions was 70 with 
only fourteen species common to both areas. 


Bendigo Sewerage Farm 1.10,1983 


Hoary-headed Grebe Spur-winged Plover Willie Wagtail 
Black Cormorant Black-fronted Dotterel White-browed Babbler 
Black Swan Pied Stilt Little Grassbird 
Mountain Duck Silver Gull Brown Songlark 
Black Duck Peaceful Dove Superb Blue Wren 
Grey Teal Galah | Red Wattlebird 
Chestnut Teal B Musk Lorikeet Noisy Miner 
Pink-eared Duck Red-rumped Parrot White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-eyed Duck Rainbow Bee-eater House Sparrow 

Wood Duck Welcome Swallow Common Starling 
Blue-billed Duck Tree Martin Dusky Woodswallow 
Black-tailed Native-hen Richard's Pipit Magpie-lark 

Dusky Moorhen Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Australian Magpie 


Coot Blackbird = _ Australian Raven 
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SPRING 1963 CONTINUING EDUCATION BIRD COURSE 
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Landry Road, Loc:swood Forest 8,10.1983- 


White-faced Heron 
Little Eagle 

“Brown Falcon: 

Peaceful Dove xX ¥ 
~Eastern Rosella .X Y 

» Pallid Cuckoo .: 
Fan-tailed: Cuekco 
Black-eared Cuckoo | 
Sacred Kingfisher KY 
Rainbow Bee-eater _ 
Welcome Swallov Y 
Black-faced Cuckeo-shrike 
Little. Cuckoo-stvike MAY. 


‘Crested 


Eastern Yellow Robin X Y 
Crested Shrike-tit XB Y — 
Rufous Whistler X'y?>. “* 
Gray Shrike-thrush B X Y 
Belibird X Y 
Restless Flycatcher 
Willie ’Wagtail Y 


‘White-browed Babbler X Y 


Rufous Songlark X Y 
Superb, Plue Wren B Y 
Chestaut-rumped T hornbill 


x Buse “pumped Thornbill 


aornbill 


tno lat ed ot 


White-winged Triiier xB YB Varied Sittella 


Additional J species ob: observed at ae 


pthaneneched:t is xX 
Galah Xx ae ‘ 
Black-eared Cuckoo 4k. 
Horsfield's Eronze-Cuckoo 
Jacky Winter ~ XB YB. 


og ROR 
88. Se 


MAJOR _CAMPOUT 


_MAY. ScHoon HOLIDAYS 


continued 


Brown Treecreeper 
Red Wattlebird X Y 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
Xena! 

Fuscous Honeyeater X Y 
White-plumed HoneyeaterY 
Diamond Firetail X Y 
Common Starling ~ 
Olive-backed Oriole X B 
Dusky Woodswallow 

- (Bs XBUYB? 43 
Magpie-lark 
White-winged Chough B 
Grey Currawong 
Australian Magpie x 
Australian Raven X 


peneces Sees Boren ooss 1983 


Moneuaes Flycatcher X Y 
Brown-headed Honeyeaten.. X 


Striated Pardalote X 


X Goldfinch” yY- 


, White-browed Woodswallow X Y 


5-20th MAY. 


This Camp mae now been changed to Hattah-Kulkyne National Park, south of - 
Mildura’. The campsite will be on one of the many unique and beautiful lakes 
on the Chal<a Creek, an anabranch of the Murray River. Habitats poabin a. 


short SRE inelués, lakas, 


Reason for ‘the chenge: 


a cpl 


viver, mallee and sandhills. 


“Most of the ‘campsites at Kinchega National Park are Flosdads and will, 


probably remain SO. Mo 


Full deraiiles ae the 
EEO tyes} 


squitoes are very bad. 


CENTRAL VICTORIAN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


Next meeting, ilarch 26th, 7.90 p.n. 
B.C.A.E. Student Union Meeting Room. 


exours ion ue aa be Je abatelis ina future issue of 


il. 


BLACK-CHINNED HONEYEATER Melithreptus gularis 


Bendigo Bird OBserver's Group 
Bird of the Night Discussion - August 1983 


APPEARANCE This honeyeater belongs to the White-naped Honeyeater group 
but is distinguished by bare blue skin around the upper half of the eye, 
and an inconspicuous small black patch below the bill, the area being 
regarded as the "chin"! The bare skin around the eye is turquoise when the. 
bird is young, and deepens to blue with age. The White-naped Honeyeater 
has reddish skin around the eye. Immatures have a brown head and may be 
confused with Brown-headed Honeyeaters. The bill is shorter than the 
"typical" honeyeaters. 


CALL is loud, very distinctive, slightly guttural, with several different 
notes, some of which are repeated during the song. The calls, being 
penetrating and long drawn out, are usually the first evidence of the 

_ presence of the birds. 


HABITAT They are found in most types of habitat occurring in the Bendigo 
District, but perhaps less frequently in the mallee areas. These birds 

usually eon in the aT levels of the tree crowns and are not readily 
seen. ; 


FOOD consists mainly of imeeett and their larvae, Eiaeee and to a lesser 
extent, nectar from Eucalypt blossom. 


BREEDING usually occurs from July to December, depending on seasonal 
conditions. Nests are generally high up, suspended from twigs and foliage 
in the outer branches, They are cup-shaped, and built of fine bark shreds, 
Brass, other fibrous material, and bound with cobwebs. Normally two eggs 
are laid, and are salmon-pink in colour with reddish spots at the larger end. 
No information is available as to incubation, and fledging periods, nor 
whether more than one brood may be produced each season. 


HABITS They are usually found singly, in pairs, or small family parties 
and appear to move far afield while feeding, judging by the distance apart 
of succeeding calls before moving out of earshot. 


GENERAL They are nomadic, depending on the flow of nectar which also 
attracts numerous insects. Some-people however, gained an impression that 
they avoid flowering nectar. They have been observed in certain areas 
when flowering is occurring, particularly Yellow Box areas. 

They are occasionally found low, feeding on shrubs in blossom, and the 
lower levels of Eucalypts when in blossom. 

They have also been observed drinking water from dams and waterholes. 
They are reasonably common in the Ironbark - Honey Gum areas in the 
district, 


aaa 

The Bird of the Night Discussion May 1983 on the Freckled Duck included 

in Whirrakee for December 1983 stated that Lake Eppalock took three to four 
years to fill. This was a misquotation. Mr Milne advises me that Lake 
Eppalock filled in two years, in fact, and I regret my mistake. 


compiled by Bill Flentje. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, FEBRUARY 1984 MEETING 


Highi Highlights - Grey Falcon at Kingower 
Pied Cormorant on a small dam near Inglewood 
Several sightings ‘of Paes yee Ducks. 

The meeting 


Mr. Leon Ruedin stowed a selection of bird slides “taken by the late 
Redvers Eddy. Mr. Eddy was a foundation and life member of the Bendigo Field 
Naturalists’ Club as well as’ being a keen bird and wildflower photographer. 
The degree to which Mr. Eddy managed to gain the confidence of the birds he 
photographed was well illustrated by a SEA TSA EA with a Mistletoe- 
bird perched on his finger, _ 


A ten minute ‘talk was given by Mr, John Berry on the Mallee Fowl. 
A pair of Mallee Fowl were shown excavating their mound to lay an egg and 
then recovering it. The photographs were taken from an observation hide on 
Whimpey Reichelt's Mallee Fowl block in the Little Desert on the 25th of 
November 1983, 


‘The bird of the night was the Japanese Snipe ei tnsee hardwickii 
(now called Latham's Snipe). The general discussion indicated that the 
birds were more common in the Bendigo district twenty yess ago than they 
are now. 


Observations 


First, a retrospective ebsenvations the significance wey which’ was not 
realized by: the observer at the time. It was of one Diamond Dove at Lake 
Eppalock in early March 1983, Although it is possible that the bird was 
an aviary escapee, the greater probability is that it was a drought refugee 
from the inland. The Diamond Dove is a very rare visitor to these’ parts. 


Many experienced observers have not been lucky enough to see a Grey ‘s 
Falcon, a rare inhabitant of the remote inland. It must have been ae 
pleasant surprise for one 'of ow observers, on being alerted by the 
scolding cails of Dusky Neogene Lous i. to observe one flying low over aS 
Kingower Forest (4,1.84). 


Last month we wrote of many Budgerygahs, with a pair apeantatie 
nesting at the Terricks (not Little Desert as implied on p.16). Several 
small flocks were reported from near Lake Corop in late January 5 and a pair 
of these were seen at a hollow in a River Red Gum. 


On. the subject of parrots, Blocks of. up: to 160 Galahs have been seen. 
at Kennington. over summer, unusual in that rather built up area. Also, a 
solitary immature Crimson "Rosella was seen in Yellow Gum bush in the 
Knowsley State Forsst on the 30th of January. 


Robins are in the news again. Pink and Rose Robins, both species that 
breed in much wetter areas and infrequently turn up here when not breeding, 
seem determined to turn up at the 'wrong' time of year of late. Recent 
sightings have been of a female Pink Robin in a scrubby paddock in the | 
Kingower Forest on the second of January , this being the first record of 
this species in the Inglewood area; and a female or immature Rose Robin at 
Mt. Alexander on the 30th of January. The latter species is the smallest 
of our red robins, appearing not much larger than a thornbill, and is 
notable for its habit of feeding in tree tops. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS , FEBRUARY 1984 MEETING continued 


In contrast, other red robins normally acral or = aaa dive on ‘ood on the 
ground, and the Pink Robin was observed to do this on the occasion reported. 
A Red-capped Robin, female or immature, was also observed feeding, being 
reported from the Knowsley State Forest near Axedale. 


Two other observations of small insectivorous bush birds were 
reported. A pair of Satin Flycatchers, both beautiful birds in their 
very different ways, were noted on ‘the 17th of December in the Pyrenees 
Ranges. This is a little out of our area, but the species is a very. 
infrequent visitor closer to home. The delicate though striking call of the 
Western Warbler is usually what attracts one's attention to this bird, and 
indeed is often all that one experiences of them as they move unobtrusively 
through the foliage. This bird has a patchy distribution around Bendigo, 
so that the report of one heard in the Siney ise eave Forest on the 27th 
of January is of ‘interest. 


By the time this article appears the Spine-tail Swifts may have 
moved to their northern hemisphere breeding haunts once again. They were 
reported on five occasions in December and Janvary around Inglewood, anc 
as is often the case they appeared when thunderyv clouds prevailed. 
With the weather we've had, this year ought to have been a good one for then. 


Tree Martins are normally fairly common in our area, though about 
30 at Kingower (8.12.83) were the first recorded in the Inglewood area. 
since the breaking of the drought. It was an interesting observation of 
unusual feeding habits by these equally aerial relatives of the Welcome 
Swallow. The birds were hovering at flowers (of Lemon-scented Gum), _ 
landing to poke at the flowers , and even perching to glean insects from 
leaves. One was noted carrying a 20 mm. long insect - surely a gigantic — 
meal for a martin, White-backed Swallows were also reported, with seven 
being seen at Carisbrook near Maryborough on the 4th of December, The ~ 
observer noted that they seem to have become more numerous around 
Maryborough in recent years. 


There were two reports of sightings of Dollarbirds during December, 
one at Carisbrook and one at Wehla. The Caris sbrook locality is unusual but 
the habitat typical - River Red Gums along a creek. The rolling granite 
country at Wehla with its scattered eucalypts and wattles makes ne 
sighting a most unusual one. 


Each summer in the Bendigo district ow pusniana is enlivened with 
the influx of the migratory Woodswallow species, in some years in great. 
numbers. Both the White-browed and Masked Woodswallows were observed 
nesting on the north-east side s of Inglewood in mid-December. Some young 
were already on the wing. The birds were nesting in a Yellow Gum forest 
strip between areas of mallee. A few White-broweds were also found nesting 
in the Whipstick, but in general it was thought that numbers and nesting 
of these birds was low in the season just finished. 


A pair of Little Friarbirds were observed in a small cleared patch in 
the Kingower Forest in an ancient Mulberry tree. Nomadic in habit, these 
birds will come to an area in numbers at times and then leave as suddenly 
as they arrived. They eae may not be observed again in that particular 
area for years. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS, FEBRUARY 1984 MEETING continued, 


The European Greenfinch is generally a bird of urban gardens and in 
particular those which contain conifers, One immature bird was observed 
in the riverside vegetation on the Campaspe just above Barfold Gorge. Some 
years ago, in similar habitat, a single bird was observed along the 
Sydney Flat Creek in Woodvale. 


Waterbirds, 


“A very interesting obscrvation was that of a Pied Cormorant (not to 
be confused with the common Little Pied Cormorant) at the Glenalbyn Bucy. 
~ Factory dam. This dam is open in aspect with one tree on its edge. This, 
as:far as is known, is the first Inglewood record of this species, for which 
‘Bendigo records aré very sparse. It is more usually observed along the 
coast or on large, open inland lakes 


“The Cattle Egret, a relative newcomer to the district, was reported 
at Movin cl” Swamp. Three birds in breeding plumage, an unmistakable 
rusty brown .. the head, breast and lower back, were seen on the edge of 
the swamp on the 8th of October 


The Magpie Geese anc Broleas, reported at previous meetings, were ~ 
still on the maysh surrounded by paddocks W.S.W. of St. Arnaud on the 18th 
of December. The Magpie Geese were feeding on the grass seed-heads and 
the Brolgas were feeding in a safflower crop nearby. A pair of Geese znd 
Ce Brolgas were still present on the 18th of January. - 


At Gaynor Swamp, Corop, a Fisheries and Wildlife reserve, a Great 
Crested Grebe, with two oy» three young about three weeks old, was seen on 
the 22nd cf January. The shallow swamp was mainly covered with pin rush, 
but there were dead trees and open areas as well. The Grebes’ were seen 
feeding at.the edge of the open area. Pink-eared Ducks with small young : 
were also present on this swamp, while at the Bencigo Sewerage Farm a pair 
were observed with five very small young on the 8th of January. 


It seems to be a good year for ducks. One of our members flushed a 
White-eyed Duck off.its nest at Merin Merin Swamp. The nest contained 
eleven eggs. The base of the nest was in water, although the eggs were — 
above the waterline. Grass had been pulled down over the nest, concealing 
it well, In contrast to this; a Black Duck had built an Gps nest on. the 
edge of the same swamp. 


;A Blue-billed Duck, Syraseisilee an eclipse-plumaged male, was seen on 
Lagoon. 6 of the Bendigo Sewerage Farm on the 17th January. Another, a male 
with a. vivid though pale blue bill was observed on the 25th of January on ~ 
Lake Weeroona, wand seen again on BS 27th, It was absent on the ist OR 
Febounay ; 


“Tt is: ‘pleas! ing to note the report of Wiitestaced Herons ened in. 
semi-urban Kennington and fledging Foun young. Unfortunately, the young 
later died. 


Finally, two Red-kneed Dotterels were sighted on a swamp between 
Newstead and Carisbrook in mid-December. This species has been more. 
notable more for its absence or low numbers over recent months at the Bendigo 
Sewerage Authority works, than for its presence. : 
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_ 1984 INTERNATIONAL PLANTS CAMPAIGN 


On March 22 1984, World Wildlife Fund Australia will join with other 
national organizations of World Wildlife Fund to launch the 1984 
International Plants Campaign. + 


The Plants Campaign aims to increase community awareness of the need 
for conservation of our plant resources, in particular, endangered species 
of native plants. At the February meeting it was reported that the 
Whipstick form of the Creeping Boobialla (Myoporum parvifolium) had 
probably become locally extinct. Cuttings propagated by Frank Robbins and 
Tom Patullo and latterly Peter Ellis mean that the plant has not become 
completely extinct. It is heartening to know that there may be a possibility 
that it will be re-introduced back into its native environment. Jack Kellam 
talked about the rare Cane Grass (Stipa breviglumis) at the same meeting. 


In the Whipstick Forest and around Bendigo there are a number of rare 
and endangered species and part of such a campaign would be to alert people 
to this fact. From here it is a challenge to find solutions to preserve 


them in their native environment. 


Some of the projects which the W.W.F. Australia are hoping to undertake 
include an audio-visual programme on extinct and endangered Australian 
plants; the conservation of the Huon Pine; a national rainforest study; 
anda project on the conservation, floral ecology and reproductive biology 
of some rare Victorian orchids. The project on ‘the Victorian orchids 
concentrates on the sun-orchids, which have never been studied in detail. 
Investigations will centre on the metallic sun-orchid (Thelymitra 
epipactoides) which may comprise fewer than 300 piants in half a dozen 
scattered populations. 4 


Contributed by Rod Fyffe, 
hk k eo ek ek ke 
W.V.F.N.C.A. Campout, 7-8 April 1984, WARRNAMBOOL 


Friday evening - view incoming mutton birds at Port Fairy. 

Saturday morning - guided walk around Lake Pertobe, or free morning, 

Saturday afternoon-visit Hopkins Falls and Ralph Illidge Sanctuary. 

Saturday evening - Meeting, display by S.G.A.P., and then talk by Dr.John 
_Sherwood on "The History, Geology and Ecology of the 
Hopkins River". 

Sunday .. . >» Killarney Beach and Tower Hill. 


(Full details of programme, including times, available from Laurie Leeson 
or Eric Wilkinson). ; 
Suggestions for accommodation from W.V.F.N.C.A;- 

Fig Tree Caravan Park, Lava St., Warrnambool. 

Jubilee Caravan Park, near Allansford, 10 km. from Warrnambool. 

Elm Tree Lodge Motel (next to the information centre, from where the 
excursions commence). ; 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 6/2/84 


i. 


Ds 


The Committeat Ss. recommendation to Preceen with Seance aan of the 
club is to be discussed at the March General Meeting. (Further 
information will be found on p.2 of this issue). 


A revised version of the proposed constitution for a Conservation ‘ 


“Group was accepted as submitted. 


3. 


The National Library of Australia has written regarding copies of | 
newsletters from 1976 to 1980. Club members are to be asked whether 
they have copies they no longer need, 


An offer of speakers and slide kits from the Native Forests AGtiont 
Council is to be followed: up. 


A brochure is to be prepared to publicise "Eucalypts of Bendigo" in 
schools, Field Naturalists Clubs, etc. 


Volunteer workers and offers of local indigenous plants are needed 
for the planting program at the pier of Agriculture Besos 


COMMITTEE REPORT 27/2/84. 


l. 


2. 


3. 


It was decided that copies of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" would ba: cupplicd 
to other Field Naturalists Clubs at $2.50 per copy. 


An indication of interest in the proposed Conservation erase is to be 
sought at the March General Meeting. 


A proposal to re-establish Creeping Boobialla in the ghivetiek is to. 
be taken up with the District Forester. The original plants have 
died, but possible replacements have been grown from cuttings taken 
from a garden specimen which was propagated from a cutting from one 
of the Whipstick plants. 


PUBLICATIONS SEC) 


10. 
ll, 


Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No.213 Feb. Bu, 

Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion-News Sheet Feb, 84, 

Maryborough F.N.C. Newsletter Vol. 32 Me, 2 Aug.-Dec. 83. 
N.P.P.S. Newsletter Feb. 84, 

Sunraysia Bird Observers Club Newsletter Vol.2 No. 4 Feb. 84, 
Victorian Naturalist Vol. 101 No. 1 Jan/Feb. 84, 


“Australian Plants Vol.12 No.97 Dec.83. 


Geelong Naturalist Vol.20 No.3 Nov. 83. 
Bird Observer No's 624, 625 Jan/Feb. 84. 
A.C.F. Newsletter Vol, 16 No.1 Feb. 84, 
Habitat Vol.12 No.1 Feb. 84. 


| BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB~ 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 
Office bearers for 1983-1984 


PRESIDENT Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 46 872¢ 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors = = ~° ‘Sedgwick — 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT. John Lindner - Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka ; - 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka __ ve eee OR 220) 
EXCURSIGN ORGANISER: John Lindner —s_ Burns St., Axedale mee eek 0: 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 


EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 46 8736 
Te rye eye se ves ote 7 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 
Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 
Whirrakee eineerintton only, $10, 00. 


General. Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of orah month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. 

The Annual Meeting, is held in September. | 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the eneciat 
Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, umless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.0a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0P. m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times ~ 
in a year, usually’ coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.FWN. Cs has ‘two active. sub-groups. 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month: at TaN 
Agriculture Department, “Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698— 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary. - 


President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063. 


MEETINGS 

March 14 Speaker: Dr. Bill Holsworth. 
Topic: Bats of the Bendigo Area. 
This talk will cover the bat survey work which has been 
carried out by our Mammal Survey Group, and describe the 
species recorded for the area, 

April 11 Speaker: Frank Pears. 
Topic: Spiders. 

May 2* Speaker: Dr. Colin Officer. 
Topic: Conservation Initiatives in the Seymour District. 
* Please note earlier date - brought forward because of May 
School Holiday camp. 

EXCURSIONS 


March 10,11 € 12 Melville Caves Campout, with Mammal Survey Group and 
Labour Day W/E . Central Victorian Archaeological Society - see p.6 for 


details, 
Sunday Bullarto Reservoir, east of Daylesford. 
March 18 Leader: John Lindner (39 7308) 


Pull day excursion, leaving Havlin St. at 9.0 am, rather 
than 10.00 am, because of the distance (about 85 kilometres). 
(For those who wish to come later, travel to Daylesford, 
turn on to the Trentham Road, and after passing through 
Bullarto, 10 km from Daylesford, look for Babbington Rd., 

a further 1.5 km towards Trentham. Turn left and follow 

this road to the reservoir.) Further details are on p.14 

of last month's Whirrakee. 


Sunday Trees of Rosalind Park and Bendigo's streets. 
April 15 Leaders: John Lindner (39 7308) and Mary Wilkinson (46 8736) 
(afternoon) You're all familiar with the trees of our streets and 


gardens, but how many can you identify? Join us for what 
should be a pleasant autumn stroll, and learn a bit more 
about the trees we generally take for granted. 


EASTER/Anzac Day Campout on Evan Thomas’ property on the Wakool River at 


April 20-25 Barham. Full details will be in the April Whirrakee. 
MAY SCHOOL Hattah Lakes National Park - (see page 10 for explanation 
HOLIDAY CAMP of change from Kinchega National Park). Full details will 


Sat. 5th May to be provided later. 
Sun.20th May ; 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs.March 15 8.0 pm, Graham and Diane Hill's home, 31 Curnow Scars 
Golden Square, 


BOTANY GROUP - as 

Fri,March 23 7.30 pm, Eaglehawk and Long Gully Community Health Centre. 
The evening will include a short address on "Basic 
Botany" by Jack Kellam. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Fri.April 6 7.30 pm, Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 


COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wed.March 28 8.0 pm, Rob and Cynthia Watkins home, Marnie Rd.,Kennington. 


-—s 


on ee 


me 


